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WORK OF THE CHURCH IN
BENEVOLENCE
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The Galatian church was admonished: “As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of
faith.” (Gal 6:10). The Thessalonians received a
similar admonition: “See that none render evil for
evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is
good, both amongq yourselves, and to all men. (1
Thessalonians 5:15.) The church is not a benevolent
institution, but these verses show that benevolence
is part of the work of the church. As opportunity
arises the church must act in a caring way towards
those in need. Below are three reasons why the
church is to practice benevolence.

WE ARE TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBOUR: (Luke 10:25-
37).  When a lawyer was forced to admit that he
must love his neighbour as himself to inherit eternal
life, he tried to restrict this obligation to his own
race by asking Christ “Who is my neighbour” (V29).
Christ presented a parable about a certain man who
was robbed, beaten and left to die on the road to
Jericho. A priest and a Levite both saw him but
walked past on the other side. However a
Samaritan, who was passing by, had compassion on
him and cared for his needs. Christ asked the
lawyer a rhetorical question; “Which now of these
three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that
fell among the thieves? The lawyer had no option
but to say “He that shewed mercy on him.” Jesus
then replied “Go, and do thou likewise.” (Luke
10:36-37).
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In the parable, the Lawyer learnt that the command
to “love thy neighbour” extended beyond his own
religious and racial peers. He also learnt that
compassion was a natural outflow of a godly heart
which included giving both physical and financial
assistance when possible to those who are in
need. The Good Samaritan stopped and assisted
the man. He dressed his wounds, put him on his
own donkey and provided a place for him to
recover. He had the type of heart that Paul
encouraged the Colossian church to have. “Put on
therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart
of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness,
longsuffering;” (Colossians 3:12). In contrast to the
Good Samaritan, the priest and the Levite walked
by and did nothing to help the poor victim. Their
religion therefore was vain because it had not
reached their heart.

WE ARE TO PRACTICE PURE RELIGION: Pure
religion and undefiled before our God and Father is
this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the
world. (James 1:27.) The word “visit” means more
than merely going to a widow or orphan’s house
and sitting with them, it includes looking after and
relieving their needs. The Jerusalem church, under
the direction of the apostles leaves us an excellent
application to this verse by giving a daily provision
of food for their widows (Acts 6:1-6). The church at
Ephesus also had a programme where they
provided support for their godly, destitute widows
(1 Timothy 5:8-16). Bear in mind that V8 puts the
primary responsibility of caring for these widows on
their relatives. To fail to do so would make them
worse than an unbeliever. Many churches today
have provided and supported orphan homes in
application to James 1:27.

WE ARE TO BE LIKE CHRIST. One day Jesus went
into the Synagogue at Nazareth, stood up and read
from lIsaiah:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
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set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the
acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18-19). When
He had finished the reading he gave the book to the
minister and said “This day is this scripture fulfilled
in your ears” (V21). It was Christ’s compassion for
the poor and afflicted that endeared Him to His
followers and made His preaching so powerful. His
mission is summed up by Peter who told Cornelius
“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing
good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him. We cannot heal the
sick miraculously today as He did, but we can go
about doing good, and thus walk in His steps “ (1
Peter 2:21). Preaching sound doctrine will not be
enough to save us on Judgement Day. Christ will
also be looking at how we have fed and clothed the
poor, given drink to the needy, and visited the sick
(Matthew 25:31-46). Benevolence is therefore a
vital part of the work of the church in preaching
Christ to the world. Let us go forth using Christ as
our example. &
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Shortly before His earthly ministry came to a close
Jesus commanded His disciples to “Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19, 20). This command of Christ is
sometimes referred to as the “great commission.”
Some would rather refer to this command as
“mission impossible.” Many might think it is unlikely
that the church will ever be able to give every
person in the world an opportunity to hear the
gospel. Therefore, they often lose their zeal when
faced with a commission, that to them, is
impossible to carry out.

Others try to excuse themselves from the obligation
to meet this global goal by suggesting this
command was issued only to the apostles. They
turn back to verse sixteen of Matthew twenty-eight
to try and prove that the “great commission” was
given only to the eleven. Of course, these Christians

are failing to take into account the details of the
commission bestowed upon the apostles. Though it
is true that Jesus was only addressing the eleven in
the context, the command to the apostles states
that they are to teach their new coverts “.. to
observe all things that | [Jesus] have commanded
you” (28:20a). In other words, those that the
apostles converted to Christ were commanded to
obey the same directives as the apostles. Therefore,
if the apostles were expected to work toward
reaching the lost of all the world then so were those
who were converted to Christ by obedience to the
apostle’s doctrine.

Further evidence of the responsibility of the entire
church to work towards evangelizing the world is
found in Acts chapter eight. Luke begins this
chapter by relating how the message of the gospel
was spread by Christians who were driven from
Jerusalem into the Judean and Samaritan
countryside by their Jewish persecutors (8:1-4). In
verse four the inspired prophet wrote, “...those
who were scattered went everywhere preaching
the word.” The early church grew because they
understood well the prime directive of the church.
They understood that God designed the church to
be a benevolent, self perpetuating institution. It
was God’s intent that the church be the “pillar and
ground of the truth” (I Timothy 3:15). In other
words, the church is to function as a beacon of the
truth. Each one of its members must have a good
understanding of the gospel of Christ and a
willingness to share the truths of that message with
others (I Peter 3:15).

God did not authorize men to establish their own
institutions to take the place of the church in
reaching the lost. However, today it is popular to
create “church planting” societies that do the work
of the church. These organizations are usually run
by a board of members who come from a number
of congregations. These institutions collect funds to
support their members and those they send out.
They make decisions about the future of the church
in their area. Congregations they establish are
encouraged to join their society, and are asked to
report to the board of the church planting
collective. These “missionary societies” have
become a poor substitute for the church. They have
established an organization that God did not
authorize, and they are governed by an
ecclesiastical body that God did not ordain. &




